Cub Scout Pack 388 Newsletter for 8/06


Welcome one and all!  With the beginning of the school year also comes the beginning of another year of scouting.  There are many faces from the past as well as some new faces to look forward to soon.  

To the boys of the pack, thank you!  Without your participation there is no pack.  The fact that you chose to be part of the pack is the inspiration that we need for another great year.  I do need something from each of you though.  I know that you came to be with friends, do activities, and help the community.  I also need you to have fun!

To the parents of the pack, thank you!  Without your support at home, school, and activities like the Cub Scouts, your children would have a much harder time growing up.  You are the key leaders and peers (even when your children do not want to think of you that way) for your sons and daughters.  I ask that you continue nurturing your treasures.  If you have any extra time, the pack can use your help in many ways.  This can be something small like working with your son to earn an extra badge, helping with a den meeting, or making snacks for a pack meeting. 

To the adult leaders of the pack, thank you!  Without your assistance to coordinate meetings and activities, as well as inviting the boys of the pack into your homes and hearts; much of the activities, growth, and fun outside of the home could be lost.  Many of you have dedicated one or more years already to the continuation of the pack, and its continued existence here in Stratford is a testament to your hard work.

And finally to everyone else, thank you!  You may be a sibling of a scout, a Boy Scout helping out with a den, or a volunteer from the community.  Your support helps to keep the Cub Scouts strong.

Remember that the Cub Scout follows Akela, and Akela means “good leader”.  Everyone is both a follower and a leader in different circumstances.  While the adults are the primary Akela in the organization, I know that personally the scouts (and all children) are very capable of teaching and leading myself at times also.

September Challenge!  We need a name for the newsletter; do you have one that we could use?  This challenge is open to all the Cub Scouts (sorry everyone else).  There are two ways to enter, and please only one entry per person.

· Contact your Den leader and let them know; or

· Send me an email @ silverdragon@tznet.com.  Be sure to put Pack388 in the subject and your recommendation and name in the text of the message.

The troop will vote on the name for the newspaper during our October pack meeting (don’t miss it).

Summer Activities!  Participation in scouting happens all year long, even during summer vacation.  Here is a look at what some of the scouts have been up to (hopefully I have not forgotten anyone).

Memorial Day Parade: In memory of the soldiers who have fallen in wars long ago as well as conflicts still going on today; a hand full of scouts marched in the Stratford Memorial Day parade then attended the ceremony afterwards.  I would like to recognize the following scouts for participating in this event. I would also like to thank Tony for remembering to get the flags from the church, which I forgot about
	· Sean & Tony Becher

· Brandon Foley

· John & Michael Geissinger
	· Trever & Vincent Krueger

· Davis Dietel (from a Marshfield pack)


Heritage Days Food Booth: This year the Cub Scouts teamed up with the Stratford area 4H to provide Taco Salads as well as Walking Tacos to the hungry masses during the Heritage day celebration.  We had happy customers, and added some money to the coffers of the troop; good job everyone!  On top of that we even had reasonable weather for the event (not to hot, not to cold, and not much rain).  The following people donated their time and good humor to making this a success, so please help me in thanking them.

	· Joseph, Tim & Laurel Carey

· Sean & Tony Becher

· Trever, Vincent & Diedra Krueger

· Brandon & Charles Foley

· Jacob & Mark Schoenfuss
	· John & Michael Geissinger

· Aaron Psopyhalla

· Justin & Bryce Schmidt

· Collin Schwarze


Heritage Days Parade:  Another parade so soon!  You bet!  No matter the nationality of the Cub Scouts, we march together.  Just as opposite attract, diversity makes us stronger.  We all come from slightly different backgrounds, and further back some generations separate locations.  But that aside, we are also all the same!  So whether your heritage be German, British, African, or other; always unite as brothers and Scouts!  Let’s congratulate those who participated.

	· Michael, John & Greg Geissinger

· Sean & Tony Becher

· Brandon & Charles Foley

· Trever & Diedra Krueger

· Jacob & Mark Schoenfuss
	· Joseph Carey

· Aaron Popyhalla

· Bryce & Justin Schmidt

· Collin Schwarze
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District News!  The Friends Of Scouting (FOS) raised $1012 from our troop last year.  The family and friends of the scouts brought in only $295, the rest by local businesses, which Carlos called directly.

Den News!  Not much to report yet this year, but I would like to see this area as full as can be in upcoming issues.  Ideally I would like to see the Cub Scouts themselves get involved with taking notes and writing a paragraph or two every month on the activities of the den.  This task can be passed around the Scouts so that someone else can get to do this each time (if there are not to many or to few Scouts in a Den).  If you have extra Scouts, would one or more be interest in acting out the role of a reporter and attend the Den meeting of a group with to few Scouts?  Look carefully through your achievement and electives; is there something there about communications, journals, or presentation?

Monthly Focus!  Every month I would like to have us focus on one of the purposes of being in the Cub Scouts in the first place (other than to have fun which we should do all the time).

Character Development is one of the founding principles on which the Boy Scouts was originally formed back in 1910.  The official definition of character is as follows.

Character can be defined as the collection of core values possessed by an individual that lead to principled moral commitment and action.  Character development refers to the processes by which these values are learned and practiced.

Sorry, I fell asleep there.  Why can’t standard definitions be meaningful, clear, and not so … well you know.  Lets see if I can liven it up a little.

Character is defined as how a person believes, and how they act on those beliefs / values.  Character development is how the beliefs / values are learned and applied.

Ok, that was not much shorter; but hopefully it is clearer and not so hum-drum.

There are many beliefs / values that each person has, and any one can help to build the others.  Cub Scouting is intended to focus on twelve in particular.

	1. Citizenship

2. Compassion

3. Cooperation

4. Courage

5. Faith

6. Health and fitness
	7. Honesty

8. Perseverance

9. Positive Attitude

10. Resourcefulness

11. Respect

12. Responsibility


Think about what these mean, and how we portray them in our everyday life.  I know that I will be working on them, and specifically #9 – Positive Attitude.  By increasing one’s own attitude think of what you can accomplish just for yourself, much less leading others.  By having a positive attitude you can directly effect all of the other beliefs / values in the list.  That is a lot of power in one little belief.

Looking Forward!  What is coming up in the future months?  Glad you asked!

	· Chuckwagon

· Popcorn Sales
	· Field Trips

· Fun


Closing!  Thank you all once again for getting Scouting off to a great start again this year.  With that I would like to leave you with the Cub Scout Promise.

I promise to do my best,

To do my duty to God and my country,

To help other people, and

To obey the Law of the Pack

If you have any questions, feel free to contact myself, or any of the adult leaders.  Separately we are strong; together we can perform miracles.

Vincent Krueger (Cub Master)

687-9213

silverdragon@tznet.com (remember to put Pack 388 in the subject)
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